BILL NO. 2022-01                                                                             ORDINANCE NO. 602-000

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 205 “ANIMAL REGULATIONS” OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF COUNTRY CLUB, MISSOURI TO PROVIDE REGULATIONS FOR THE UNLAWFUL RESTRAINT AND TETHERING OF DOGS AND TO REMOVE ANY REGULATIONS TARGETING OR BANNING SPECIFIC BREEDS OF DOGS 

	WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees (“Board”) of the Village of Country Club, Missouri desires the Village to be more inclusive of different dog breeds and to remove any prohibition of pit bull breeds from its Municipal Code;

WHEREAS, The Board desires to clarify the Municipal Code’s definition of a “Vicious Dog”.

WHEREAS, the Board desires to provide for regulations for the unlawful restraint and tethering of dogs so as to ensure more humane treatment of dogs within the Village’s corporate boundaries; and

WHEREAS, the Board finds it is in the best interest of the residents of the Village to revise the Municipal Code to remove breed specific bans and provide for regulations for the unlawful restraint and tethering of dogs.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF COUNTRY CLUB as follows:

SECTION 1.

Section 205.010 shall be amended as follows with struck-through language removed and the boldened language added: 

	SECTION 205.010	Definitions

The following words, when used in this Chapter, shall have the meanings set out herein:

BITE
Any abrasion or laceration caused by a dog's teeth, sufficient to break the skin.

CHOKE COLLAR
	Is a collar (as defined below) made of metal or other rigid links designed to 			control an animal by tightening around the animal’s neck or appendage and 	
		drawing tighter as pressure is exerted

COLLAR
	Means any device constructed of nylon, leather, metal, or similar material, 			and used for restraint of an animal by the animal’s neck or an appendage.


DOGS OR CATS
All animals of the canine or feline species, both male and female.

	HOME INTRUDER
		Any individual committing or attempting to enter the dwelling of another 			without permission of the owner of the structure.

OWNER OR KEEPER
Any person having a right of property in a dog or cat, or who keeps or harbors a dog or cat, or who has it in his/her care, or acts as its custodian, or who knowingly permits a dog or cat to remain on or about any premises owned or occupied by him/her.

PIT BULL DOG
Any and all of the following dogs:
1. The Staffordshire Bull Terrier breed of dogs.
2. The American Staffordshire Terrier breed of dogs.
3. The American Pit Bull Terrier breed of dogs.
4. Dogs which have the appearance and characteristics of being predominately of the breeds of the dogs known as Staffordshire Bull Terrier, American Pit Bull Terrier or American Staffordshire Terrier.

PRONG COLLAR
	Is a collar made of metal or other rigid links with a series of sharp links, or			 prongs, with blunted points designed to control an animal by tightening 			around the animal’s neck or appendage and drawing the blunted points to 			the animal when pressure is exerted.

RUNNING AT LARGE
Allowing a dog or cat to be off the private premises of the owner or keeper, or his/her agent or servant, and not on a leash or confined to the arms, motor vehicle, trailer or other conveyance of the owner or keeper, his/her agent or servant.

SERIOUS PHYSICAL INJURY
Physical injury that creates a substantial risk of death or that causes serious disfigurement or protracted loss or impairment of the function of any part of the body.

TETHER
	Means fastening of an animal to a fixed object, stake, or trolly system using a 		collar or similar device as a means of keeping the animal within a limited 			area.

TRESPASSER
A person upon the premises of the owner or keeper of the dog in question without license or privilege to be upon said premises.

UNRESTRAINED DOG
Any dog running at large or a dog on the premises of its owner or keeper but not confined to said premises by a leash, fence, structure or other means that would prevent the dog from leaving such premises.

VICIOUS DOG
Any of the following dogs:
1. Any dog, whether or not running at large and whether or not unrestrained, that without provocation has bitten any person not a home intruder trespasser causing serious physical injury to that person.
2. Any unrestrained dog, whether or not running at large, that without provocation has attempted to bite any person not a home intruder trespasser which would cause serious physical injury to that person.
3. Any unrestrained dog, whether or not running at large, that without provocation has placed any person not a home intruder trespasser in apprehension of immediate serious physical injury.
4. Any dog that has killed another dog, cat or other domestic animal without provocation.
Additional Exception:  A dog shall not be deemed a vicious dog solely because it bites  or attacks the following:  (a)  Anyone assaulting its owner.  This shall not include any law enforcement officer attempting to subdue or arrest a suspect. (b) Any person who is in the act of tormenting or abusing such dog. (c) Any unrestrained animal or dog which attacks such dog or its young while the dog is restrained in compliance with this Chapter.  (d) Anyone entering the owner’s property to commit robbery, burglary, assault or other crime.  Simple trespass by a person onto private property shall not be considered provocation for any attack.  (e) While performing work by a governmental law enforcement agency.
5. Any pit bull dog.

SECTION 2.

Section 205.045 regarding the prohibition of keeping pitbulls is hereby deleted in its entirety



SECTION 3.

That the following language regulating the unlawful restraint and tethering of dogs be included as Section 205.105 in the Municipal Code for Country Club, Missouri:

SECTION 205.105	Tethering

A. Prohibitions.  It shall be unlawful to tether a dog or similar house-pet outdoors, except under the following circumstances

1. No animal may be tethered between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.

2. No animal may be tethered as a primary method of restraining the animal.

3. No animal may be tethered for longer than 30 minutes unless the animal has been provided with adequate food, water, and shelter suitable for the species, age, and condition of the animal and weather conditions.

4. A tethered animal must be supervised by a competent person physically present on the property and responsible for the care of the animal.

5. A tethered animal must be over 6 months of age.

6. A tethered animal must not be tethered outdoors in temperatures below 32 degrees Fahrenheit, temperatures above 85 degrees Fahrenheit, or in other weather conditions that could likely cause harm to the animal.

7. A tethered animal must be tethered using a properly-fitted collar that measures the circumference of the animal’s neck with additional space to place at least 2 adult fingers.  

8. No animal may be tethered using a choke or prong collar.

9. A tethered animal must be tethered using a collar or other tether device designed for the animal and weighing no more than one-eighth of the animal’s weight.

10. A tethered animal must be tethered using tethering devices that are unbroken and free of tangles and provide the animal with the ability to extend from the fixed point of the tether by at least 3 times the length of the animal (from nose to base of tail) or at least 6 feet, whichever is greater.

11. A tethered animal must be placed where the animal cannot be in danger of being strangled or hung, including in areas that are free of dangerous debris and obstacles.

B.  Penalty.  A person who violates a provision of this Section may be found guilty of Animal Neglect or Abandonment in violation with Section 205.100 of this Chapter.

SECTION 4. 

That the provisions of this Ordinance are severable and if any provision hereof is declared invalid, unconstitutional, or unenforceable, such determination shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this Ordinance

SECTION 5.

All ordinances conflicting in whole or in part with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of the conflict.

SECTION 6.

That this Ordinance shall take effect from the time of its passage and approval as
provided.
      

Passed and approved this ____ day of __________, 2022.


First Reading:      __________________________

Second Reading: __________________________


	 
______________________________
Ashley Albers
Chairman of the Board 
Attest:

_______________________________
Kerri Krumme, Village Clerk





